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1. Academic.  Your college’s financial aid department has decided not to renew your scholarship, citing a drop   in your grades and an unenthusiastic recommendation from an instructor.  Write a letter to the Director of Financial Aid arguing for the renewal of your scholarship.
2.  Academic.  You strongly believe that a particular policy or regulation on campus is unreasonable or unjust. Write a letter to the Dean of Students (or other appropriate administrator) arguing that the policy needs to be, if not completely revoked, amended in some way. Support your contention with specific examples showing how the regulation has gone wrong. End by providing constructive suggestions for how the policy problem can be solved.
3.  Civic activity.  You and your family don’t agree on some aspect of your romantic life (you want to live with your boyfriend/girlfriend, and they don’t approve; you want to get married and they want you to wait).  Write a letter explaining why your preference is reasonable. Try hard to win your family over to your side.
4. Civic activity. Assume you’re a member of a racial, ethnic, religious, or social minority.  You might, for example, be a Native American, an elderly person, a female executive. On a recent television show or in a TV commercial, you saw something that depicts your group in an offensive way. Write a letter (to the network or the advertiser) expressing your feelings and explain why you feel the material should be taken off the air.
5.  Workplace action. As a staff writer for an online pop-culture magazine, you’ve been asked to nominate the “Most Memorable TV Moment of the Last 50 Years” to be featured as the magazine’s lead article. Write a letter to our supervising editor in support of your nominee.
6.  Workplace action. As a high school teacher, you support some additional restriction on students.  The restriction might be “no cell phones in school,” “no T-shirts,” “no food in class,” “no smoking on school grounds.”  Write and article for the school newspaper justifying this new rule to the student body.
